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Introduction 

The City Council and the Big Wheel have teamed up with City Car Club, the UK's largest 

independent car club operator, to provide cars in dedicated bays across the city centre.  

As part of the successful Local Sustainable Transport Fund (LSTF) scheme, Nottingham City 

Council with support from partners at Nottinghamshire County Council and the Big Wheel received 

Department for Transport (DfT) funding to help deliver a car club for Nottingham. 

Following the tendering process, City Car Club was selected as our preferred operator and will be 

launching the scheme in early May 2014. The scheme will initially begin with eight vehicles 

available to hire at the following locations: 

 

 Fulforth Street  

 Regent Street  

 Castle Gate  

 Canal Street  

 Station Street  

 Barker Gate  

 Brightmoor Street  

 Castle Road  

 

As the scheme grows in popularity we are 

committed to increasing the number of 

vehicles and locations at which they are 

available to hire. This includes vehicles 

beyond the City Centre where possible. 

 

 

What is a Car Club? 

A car club is a membership scheme that offers members of the public and local businesses use of 

a car on a pay-as-you-go basis. 

The scheme saves members the additional cost and inconvenience of owning or using their own 

car, and means that there is easy access to a car for those occasional journeys when one is 

needed. All the typical costs and responsibilities associated with private car ownership and fleet 

management such as maintenance, cleaning, tax, insurance, servicing, MOT’s and fuel are 

included in the membership and usage charges. 

The City Council and the Big Wheel have teamed up with City Car Club, the UK's largest 

independent car club operator, to provide cars in dedicated bays across the city centre, so that car 

club members within the city are close enough to walk to one easily.  



Car Club benefits 

Membership is better suited to some more than others, but if you don't own a car and need to 

travel to certain destinations, you use a car for occasional business trips or meetings or need to 

transport heavy items, then having access to a car club could be really useful. 

Car clubs can also assist people in saving money, as drivers who do less than 7,000 miles per 

year could save around £3,500 a year through petrol, insurance, tax and general car maintenance 

cost savings. 

Car clubs can assist in reducing the number of cars on the road, as one car club car can result in 

removing 24 private vehicles off the road, due to members eventually selling their own car or 

deferring the purchase of a new vehicle in place of a membership. Local businesses can also 

benefit as a car club hire can deliver a lower cost per mile than a fleet or pool car journey and 

reduce the time and resources allocated to mileage claims processing, licence checking, 

insurance and vehicle maintenance as examples. 

 

For more information about the scheme, benefits and typical costs visit 

www.citycarclub.co.uk/business 

 

 

 

 

Business membership incentive package 

In order to support the introduction of the car club and help local businesses, Nottingham City 

Council has agreed, with support from City Car Club, to offer a limited amount of free business 

users membership cards and drive time credit to local organisations. It is hoped this will encourage 

them to try the scheme, realise the benefits and commit to longer term usage which generates 

positive benefits for all. 

Typically annual business user membership costs £20 per person (dependant on number of 

members within an organisation) and car hire costs start at £4.95 per hour plus 23p per mile 

supplement. 

By providing a response to the questions below Nottingham City Council will review your 

application and if successful, allocate a number of free membership credits and drive time 

allowance. If you have any questions during this process please contact transport strategy on 

0115 8763967 or email transport.strategy@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

 

 

http://www.citycarclub.co.uk/business
mailto:transport.strategy@nottinghamcity.gov.uk


Applicant name and job title: 

 

Applicant contact details: 

 

 

Company name and address details:  

 

Number of employees in Nottingham: 

 

Number of employees nationally (please provide details of locations): 

 

 

Current modes used for business travel (car hire, car lease, pool car, staff using private vehicles, 

taxi, public transport etc): 

 

 

Estimated number of employees requiring car club membership: 

 

 

Brief statement as to what are the main benefits you foresee from having car club membership: 

 

 

 

Signed: 

 

 

Date: 

 

 

 



DE MINIMIS STATE AID DECLARATION 
 
It is a requirement of Structural Funds regulations that we ensure that we comply with the state aid rules. 
You are being offered assistance under the European Commission’s De Minimis regulation (Regulation 1998/2006). 
This allows a company to receive up to €200,000 or approximately £155,970 (€100,000 or approximately £77,985 for 
any undertakings active in the road transport sector) of De Minimis state aid over a three-year period. 
To confirm that you are able to receive this assistance you must therefore declare the full amount of De Minimis aid 
you have already received over the last 36 months. 
The following is not a comprehensive list of the possible forms of aid. However it should give an indication of the most 
common forms of aid, which you may have been given over the past three years. Potentially any assistance from a 
public body might be an aid. Should you have any doubts on this matter, please contact the body from which the 
assistance was received. 

Grants from public bodies 

Loans from public bodies at favourable rates 

Loan guarantees from public bodies 

Differential tax benefits 

Grants from an investment trust (including charities) which may themselves have received the funds from a public 
body 

Grants from a part publicly funded venture capital fund 

Publicly administered funds, even if the funds were originally not public such as the national lottery 

Waiving or deferral of fees or interest normally due to a public body such as the waiving or deferral of rent or waiver 
of interest normally due on late payment of taxation or other costs to a public body 

Monopoly licences or guarantees of market share 

Advertising via a public channel such as a tourist board or state owned television 

Consultancy advice provided either free or at a reduced rate 

Training provided either free or at a reduced rate 

Aid for investment in environmental projects 

Provision of a free or reduced rate feasibility study for research and development or other assistance with research 
and development 

Purchase of public land or property at a less than market rate 

Benefiting from the provision of infrastructure where your organisation was pre-identified as a beneficiary 
These types of aid may have been provided under De Minimis (as De Minimis aid) or under another State Aid 
regulation. 
If you are in any doubt whether aid received was De Minimis aid or about its value, check with the organisation, which 
provided it. If they are unable to say or there is any uncertainty, assume that it was De Minimus aid unless its value 
exceeded £155,970 (or approximately £77,985 for any undertakings active in the road transport sector) in which case 
it cannot have been De Minimus.  
 
Any De Minimis state aid awarded to you under this project will have to be declared if you apply, or have applied, for 
any other De Minimis aid. 
 
 
 
 
 
I declare that the amount of De Minimis aid received by the company/organisation over the last 3 years is: 

Organisation Date of assistance Estimated value £ 

   

   

   

Signed: 

 

Date: 

 

Position: 

 



Once complete please return this application form to: 

Transport Strategy, Nottingham City Council, Loxley House, Fourth Floor, Station Street, 

Nottingham. NG2 3NG 

or email it to transport.strategy@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

If you have any questions please contact Transport Strategy on 0115 63967 or at the email 

address above. 

FAQ’s 

What are the restrictions to joining? 

Unfortunately we have a minimum age restriction. In order to join City Car Club you must be over the age of 19. You 
must have had your full driving licence for 1 year. There are no upper age limits. Members aged 21 and under pay a 
compulsory £500 refundable deposit, which you will get back in full once you turn 22, think of it as an untouchable 
savings account. 

Will I have access to any of your vehicles across the UK? 

Yes you will. This is a major benefit of being a member of City Car Club as we have the largest network of club cars 
across 14 cities; Members can access every single one of our cars in any city where we operate. Off on business? 
Travelling to see family and friends? Book your City Car Club car and pick it up at your destination. 

How does the pricing work? 

We keep our pricing as simple as possible, you can rent our vehicles by the hour, the cost of which covers: M.O.T, 
Insurance, Tax, Maintenance, Breakdown Cover and Parking costs; there is also a small cost per mile driven during 
your reservation to cover the cost of fuel. You can visit our ‘What it costs‘ page to see our current rates and take a 
look at our cost calculator to work out the cost of a trip. 

Do I have to bring the vehicle back to the same bay that I picked it up from? 

Yes, at the end of your reservation you must return the vehicle to the same bay that you picked it up from. 

How do I get into the vehicle, don’t I need a key? 

All our vehicles are accessed with a smart-enabled membership card. You simply place it over the card reader on the 
windscreen and the car doors will unlock. Once inside, members tap their PIN into the on-board computer and grab 
the keys from the designated key storage area. 

Can I use the vehicle for business use? 

Yes. Our insurance covers you for personal and business usage. Take a look at our ‘car clubs for business‘ page to 
see how City Car Club could save your business money as well as being a more convenient and cost optimal travel 
solution. 

Flexible Invoicing? 

At the end of each month, you will receive an itemised invoice detailing all trips made. You can even add a remark 
when making a reservation so you can see the purpose of each trip. 

Businesses can choose between having invoices sent to each individual driver, or a designated account manager can 
request to receive a single consolidated invoice for peace of mind and convenience. 
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