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Notes – 28th September 2011 at Antenna 
1. Welcome and Apologies
Present were: Grant Butterworth, Nottm City; Chris Carter, Nottm City;  Cllr Jane Urquhart, Nottingham City; Graham Dixon, Cast Consulting; Andy Gibbons, Nottm City; Gary Smerdon-White, GNTP; Nicola Tidy, NCT.

Apologies: Steve Beverley, Victoria Centre; Richard Bowler, Victoria Centre; John Dowson, Notts Chamber; Andrew Hall, NHS Nottingham City; Alex Hornby, trentbarton; Steve Hunt, Nottm City; Elspeth Mallowan, RCAN; Ged O’Donoghue, NTU; Kevin Sharman, Notts County; 

It was reported that Rachel Doar, Natalie Gasson and Helen Hemstock were all returning from Maternity leave, Helen Ross was back with the public health team and  that NUH had asked for representation. Those in attendance welcomed that news.

2. Local Sustainable Transport Fund – Chris Carter, City Council and Kevin Sharman, County Council
Chris reminded us the initial bid for £5m over the next few years was successful and that a further expression of interest for around £11m over 3-4 years has been submitted and successful insofar as they have been asked to develop the business case further – particular emphasis would be on economic benefit.

GNTP and the BigWheel team would particularly be involved in marketing and communications support for the overall programme, the Smartcard project, a Neighbourhood Co-ordinator in Bulwell and the Ucycle Project. They will also manage the WorkSmart project, providing additional support to businesses through the BigWheel Business Club. More detailed plans are now to be developed and it is intended to involve businesses further in the development of this latter programme.  

3. Major Transport Related Schemes

3.1. A453 
GNTP have led a communications campaign to make the case that the A453 has a good transport case, an even stronger economic case and. if the Coalition pursue a growth strategy, it is ready to go and can be delivered in this parliament. Local MP’s in all parties have agreed to lobby with Ministers and through the party conferences. The Chamber are also using this positioning in their communications with local MPs.

3.2. Ring road Major Consultation 
Evidence of support from the public has been provided to the DfT and a response to the City’s proposals is expected later this calendar year.

3.3. Hucknall Town Centre
A response to the County’s proposals is expected later this calendar year.

3.4.  Planning Consultation
Grant reminded members that this consultation was now in progress and encouraged responses. The aim is to provide a joint local plan across the county and in the urban area there are 85 housing sites being considered. See http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=2860

. 




4. City Parking Charges – weekday time extensions and Sunday introduction
It was confirmed consultations would end this week and that the main objections had come from Christian faith churches Issues were being worked through with those churches and entertainment venues like the Playhouse. 

It was also confirmed that the aim was to generate more income to mitigate in some part to government cuts but that early evening and Sunday parking were in need of more control as retail behaviour has changed.

5. Statutory Quality Partnership Scheme
The partnership performance has been reviewed after its first year and generally the operators and Council were satisfied with the quality improvements and operators were open to the possibility of extending the area of coverage from City Centre bus stops to the main bus corridors and the City bus stations. Andy G said the business case for this extension would now need consideration and further consultations would be needed if extension seemed beneficial. Nicola confirmed NCT overall were pleased with the impact of the SQPS.

It would be important to balance the proposed improvements in quality against the barriers/cost of entry they might bring for new service providers.
.
6. Inter-ticketing Developments and Integration
Andy G provided a paper, he is aiming for a completely smart multi-ticketing option for tram, bus and local rail travel.. However the OfT were tightening inter-operator ticketing arrangements such that a tram and bus card like Easyrider was no longer acceptable. A multi-operator ticket like the Kangaroo was allowable but at present could not be 100% ‘smart’ as some important local operator smart tickets were not on the same technical standards. 

To help overcome some of the smart ticketing issues when the tram ownership changed hands and to move towards a ‘smart’ multi-operator ticket there would be new additions to the existing Kangaroo including child and season tickets. Initially they would be readable on NCT buses (using the ITSO standard) and accepted but not read on other operators. Some other operators would then start accepting ITSO standard quite soon or trialling ITSO applications with a view to their introduction ASAP and finally an Oyster type product being available within 3 years.. 

Andy felt the loss of tram on a smart ticket like Easyrider was an inevitable one step back which was needed to move forward to full interoperability. SPQS being in place and some LSTF funding made this plan feasible.

7. Network Rail Plans
The outcome of NR’s planning process was expected in the next few days and although the Councils were pessimistic about the £27m for speeding up the line to London it was hoped the planned signalling improvements would be pressed on with and electrification of MML would be in the plan

8. Matters arising from previous meetings 
8.1. Victoria Centre Retail forums
GNTP will attend the meeting in November to discuss the Business Club and Travel Plan opportunities

8.2.   GNTP Policy Position 
· A flyer is being produced for GNTP members for use in informing, for example, LEP and the Nottingham Lincoln Transport Board.
· Wider and more active involvement of representatives of Universities, Schools and the Cultural/Visitor economy is needed

8.3. Cycling Action Plan
· The City is commencing production of the Plan.  
· City and County agreed to share learning from the work they were doing on 20mph zones. 

8.4. Navigator Communications Plan 
GNTP are to discuss next steps with City Traffic Management Team. 

8.5. Rail Matters
Recognising the long development time scales for HS2 it was important to still press for ‘London in 90’ and electrification of midland mainline
· The case for electrification of MML is strong – possibly 2014-19
· London in 90 will need a further investment of £27m on top of the existing scheme proposal – a Lobby is in progress by Councils along the route and Regional Growth Fund might be used.
Further work is being done to secure:-
· Nottingham to Leeds journey time reductions
· A new Manchester service
· Reductions in journey times to Lincoln giving a 35 minute journey – this would cost £1m, there is a lobby for this and could be subject of a RGF bid.
· More trains to Grantham and Newark
· More carriages to Liverpool

8.6. Cycle to Work Guarantee
GNTP members are encouraged to sign up to the guarantee

8.7. Electric charging points
The City wants to discuss possibilities with businesses in the City and surrounding area.

9. AOB 
The FSB Transport Paper was briefly discussed and the reliance on road networks nationally and locally was recognised

10. Agenda for future meetings – see Appendix 1

11. Time and Date of Next Meeting – 8.30 am 7th December 2011

12. Meeting Schedule for 2011/12 – see Appendix 2 




Appendix 1 – AGENDA FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

December
· WPL Progress
· Cycle Hire Schemes
· GNTP LSTF Plans

As appropriate
· Sustainable Travel Centre
· Car Club Update
· School Transport initiatives
· Lobbying Plan
· Transport and Tourism 
· Planned Cities - /24-Hour including demand reduction and time-band controls (freight, commuters, school)


Appendix 2 - GNTP MEETING DATES 2011/12

	Time
	Date
	Proposed Venue
	Notes

	8.30am
	28th September 2011
	Antenna
	

	8.30am
	7th December 2011
	Possibly Trent Bridge House?
	

	8.30am
	1st February 2011
	
	

	8.30am
	4th April 2011
	
	

	8.30am
	6th June 2011
	
	

	8.30am
	1st August 2011
	
	

	8.30am
	3rd October 2011
	
	

	8.30am
	5th December 2011
	
	




