[bookmark: _GoBack]GREATER NOTTINGHAM TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIP
Notes – 7th December 2011 at Loxley House 

1. Welcome and Apologies
Present were: Steve Beverley, Victoria Centre; Grant Butterworth, Nottm City; Chris Carter, Nottm City;  Cllr Jane Urquhart, Nottingham City; Graham Dixon, Cast Consulting; Rachel Doar, Experian: John Dowson, Notts Chamber; Andy Gibbons, Nottm City; Helen Hemstock, GNTP; Kevin Sharman, Notts County; Gary Smerdon-White, GNTP; Nicola Tidy, NCT.

Apologies: Richard Bowler, Victoria Centre; Andrew Hall, NHS Nottingham City; Alex Hornby, trentbarton; Steve Hunt, Nottm City; Elspeth Mallowan, RCAN; Ged O’Donoghue, NTU; Chris Woodhall, E.ON; Clive Young, NUH;

Rachel Doar and Helen Hemstock were welcomed back from maternity leave, 

2. Autumn Statement: Overview of  Local Transport Implications
Grant B presented a summary which was mostly favorable for us locally in particular with A453 widening, Hucknall Town Centre and the Nottingham Ring Road enhancements. It appears that the A453 widening scheme will start very soon but we may need to be prepared to lobby for an early start. The Rail news was not encouraging and it was agreed GNTP should take a more active role in rail lobbying related to HSR, MML Electrification and Line Speed improvements. Grant would meet with Gary to discuss the need for further GNTP liaison with Network Rail, the MML interest group and the South Yorks Rail Group

3. GNTP Review July to October 2011 
Helen Hemstock presented the progress review and reported that a local public and business attitudes survey, the Big Idea, is to be commissioned. GNTP would also be seeking further sponsorship and it was agreed private sector members would provide input into any proposals. It was suggested that the Capital One Retail Forum, Tram partners such as Vinci, PT operators, NCN and the Universities could be interested.

4. Local Sustainable Transport Fund Update
a. Overview of Key Component Bid and Main Bid
Chris C presented a summary of status on the £4.9m Key Component bid and outlined the scope of the proposed £11m Main Bid including the Active and Sustainable Transport Festival (Cycle Live). He confirmed he had the necessary letters of support from GNTP members for the Main Bid.
b. Smartcard Workstream and commuter bike hire
Andy G outlined his workstream and how it was intended to move forward with smartcard based period tickets once the tram contract was finalised. Rachel D had not seen previous papers on this and it was agreed Andy would send an explanatory paper to Rachel.
Andy also outlined the proposals for developing the commuter bike hire service. Bikes had been procured but might need some alteration, mechanics were being trained, secure parking was being tested and smartcard access was on trial at Broadmarsh bus station. In response to a question from Helen H Andy felt promotion of the service would be appropriate around March 2012.
c. GNTP Proposals 
Gary outlined the proposed GNTP contributions in support of the programme manager, the other work streams and in managing the WorkSmart stream. He asked for suggestions as to how we could get new active GNTP members from businesses, Universities, Schools and the Cultural/Visitor economy.
d. GNTP Work Programme and Budget 
Helen H presented the programme and budget. The budget has been agreed up until March 2012. Nicola T said that the programme seemed to be overly focused on active travel to the loss of public transport. Helen assured GNTP that public transport is still a major priority for GNTP/BigWheel and would revisit the programme. Grant asked that specific rail lobbying activities be shown. 
e. GNTP future
GNTP agreed to the programme and funding up until March 2012 with a view of agreeing the long term programme up until March 2015 at the next GNTP meeting.
Benefits were now being seen from RideWise hosting GNTP/BigWheel and it was agreed that situation should continue at least until funding was agreed past March 2012. Grant B encouraged closer working and gaining more benefits to the RideWise and GNTP/BigWheel teams.

5. ‘Transport Futures’
The paper had been produced from the previously discussed position papers to show the achievements and future vision of the partners. Grant felt this was very timely as he is involved in the Core Strategy and  the Growth Plan both of which relate to land development – this paper would help outline the transport vision. 

GNTP members offered comments and were asked to give further comments back to Gary. It was hoped the paper was not contradictory of the County’s views in the urban area.

6. WPL Progress 
Chris provided an update on progress and confirmed licences were being applied for and provided according to plan with a few exceptions. John D considered there were some confusions and different interpretations particularly in organisations where certain employees worked at a number of sites or some regular visitors were working in a building but are not employees. Jane agreed to follow-up on this and tabled the following after the meeting

Workplace Parking Levy Operations
Charging for the WPL will not begin until 1st April 2012, although employers that provide workplace parking places are now legally obliged to license these. Employers with 10 or fewer workplace parking places (excluding Blue Badge Holders) may be entitled to a 100% discount and will not have to pay a charge.

Customers and Business Visitors parking.
Parking places occupied by vehicles used by customers or occasional visitors will not need to be licensed and will not be charged. Parking Places occupied by vehicles used by regular business visitors will need to be included in the employers' maximum vehicle occupancy calculation, when working out how many workplace parking places to license.  If the number of workplace parking places licensed, including those used by regular business visitors, is eleven or more then the employer will be required to pay the levy on all those places.

Occasional Business Visitors:  Visitors who are parked on site for work purposes, but who are not at their regular place of work, will not need to be licensed and will not be charged. These occasional business visitors (parked on the premises on two or fewer occasions over a 14 day period) might be people such as sales representatives, delivery drivers, photocopier repair employees and so forth. 

If a business visitor is contracted to work for six weeks or fewer and is not subsequently contracted again within a three month period, then they would also be regarded as an occasional business visitor. 

Regular Business Visitors: Vehicles parked on site used by regular business visitors (people who are not employees but are parked at their regular place of work, parked on the premises on three or more occasions over a 14 day period) would need to be licensed and would be chargeable. Regular business visitors could include consultants, contractors, suppliers, agency staff or other business visitors.

A workplace parking place is a parking place at a premises inside Nottingham City Council’s administrative boundary area, occupied by a vehicle used by an employee, pupil, student or regular business visitor. Workplace parking places are not necessarily marked out, lined, or designated spaces; that includes parking for staff, customers or visitors.

7. Matters arising from previous meetings 
a. City Parking Charges
The Chamber are concerned the charges will have a negative impact on business and would support a wider view being taken of its impact. On Retail and the BID. He also brought to the City’s attention the problems genuine small construction businesses are having with the issue of parking permits. Jane agreed to look into both issues. 
b. Statutory Quality Partnership Scheme
the possibility of extending the area of coverage from City Centre bus stops to the main bus corridors and the City bus stations is under consideration but focus at present is on Turing Point Enforcement.
c. Network Rail Plans
Rail investments will be the main focus of lobbying. To remind GNTP of our stance
‘Recognising the long development time scales for HS2 it is important to still press for ‘London in 90’ and electrification of midland mainline
· The case for electrification of MML is strong – possibly 2014-19
· London in 90 will need a further investment of £27m on top of the existing scheme proposal 
· Further work is being done to secure:-
· Nottingham to Leeds journey time reductions
· A new Manchester service
· Reductions in journey times to Lincoln giving a 35 minute journey – this would cost £1m, there is a lobby for this and could be subject of a RGF bid.
· More trains to Grantham and Newark
· Reductions in Journey times to Birmingham
d. Victoria Centre Retail forums
GNTP will attend a meeting to discuss the Business Club and Travel Plan opportunities
e. Cycling Action Plan
The City is in production of the Plan.
f. Navigator Communications Plan 
GNTP are to discuss next steps with City Traffic Management Team. 
g. Cycle to Work Guarantee
GNTP members are encouraged to sign up to the guarantee
h. Electric charging points
The City wants to discuss possibilities with businesses in the City and surrounding area.

8. AOB 
a. Helen H informed GNTP that she was co-ordinating cycling activity on Light night
b. Helen enquired whether we should see if we contravened any lobbying guidelines

9. Agenda for future meetings – see Appendix 1

10. Time and Date of Next Meeting – 1st February 2012 

11. Meeting Schedule for 2012 – see Appendix 2





Appendix 1 – AGENDA FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

As appropriate
· Sustainable Travel Centre
· Car Club Update
· School Transport initiatives
· Lobbying Plan
· Transport and Tourism 
· Planned Cities - /24-Hour including demand reduction and time-band controls (freight, commuters, school)


Appendix 2 - GNTP MEETING DATES 2011/12

	Time
	Date
	Proposed Venue
	Notes

	8.30am
	28th September 2011
	Antenna
	

	8.30am
	7th December 2011
	Loxley House
	

	8.30am
	1st February 2011
	Offers appreciated
	

	8.30am
	4th April 2011
	
	

	8.30am
	6th June 2011
	
	

	8.30am
	1st August 2011
	
	

	8.30am
	3rd October 2011
	
	

	8.30am
	5th December 2011
	
	






